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e After the 1992 summit in Rio de Janeiro and identification of
the major groups identified for multi-stakeholder talks on
sustainable development (included science and technology,
women, trade unions, business, farmers, NGOs etc) —
educators were not even considered.

» Jan 2005 saw the start of moves to address this with the
launch of the UN-DESD (Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development)
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“Ubuntu”
| am because you are, and you are because we are

RCE network seen as establishing a ‘global learning
space’ which articulates UNESCO'’s vision for the
Decade of Education for Sustainable Development of
“a world where everyone has the opportunity to benefit
from education and learn the values, behaviours and
lifestyles required for a sustainable future and for
positive social transformation”
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'Within the next 10 years, the higher education sector in this country (UK) will be recognised as a major contributor
to society’s efforts to achieve sustainability through the skills and knowledge that its graduates learn and put into
practice,and through its own strategies and operations.’

http://www.hefce.ac.uk

‘A UWA Sustainability Strategy: Towards a Sustainable University’ has been developed, making
recommendations that outline proposed next steps and information about the benefits of the University
actively pursuing a commitment to sustainability in all the core areas of university life.

“...the university sector in Australia will be playing a key role in promoting sustainability in the community
through research and building the capacity to achieve change for sustainability. Universities will
demonstrate through their campus management and administrative practices how sustainability can be
implemented and how it can result in economic, social and environmental benefits.”

Australian Vice Chancellors Committee Policy on Education for Sustainable Development, August 2006
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e Agenda 21 (chapter 36) stresses the need to
‘reorient’ existing education towards sustainable
development

— central role of universities in helping to achieve
sustainability appears in 9 of the Agenda’s 40
chapters

« Reorienting education requires that values that
motivate and encourage people to live sustainably
within the limits of their environment are embedded
throughout the curriculum
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Education Needs
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The Equator Principles

A framework for financial institutions to manage
environmental and social issues in project financing

Need for collaboratio
development and del
The "Equator Principles"

— This will include ¥ in
which currigula a An industry approach for financial nd
developm institutions in determining, assessing and

- Chapges 0 réséd  managing environmental & social risk in
— Revisit how we tr project financing

existing teaching
Need to regppraise the way in which we interact with business and
the corporate world where they have an important role in working
with mandgers and decision makers on sustainable development
and the importance of corporate social responsibility.
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» Natural scientists develop new understanding and
optimise processes

 Engineers use this understanding to develop and
deliver the technologies needed to ameliorate
environmental impacts

» Social scientists arrive afterwards to provide the
framework whereby the technology is delivered to
society
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An initiative from the United Nations University
(http://www.unu.edu./unu.html) that recognises the importance of education
in sustainable development

RCEs help prepare society’s future leaders and decision-makers for their
entry into the labour market

RCEs contribute to society through outreach and public engagement by
helping to ensure that the many facets of sustainable development have a
place throughout primary, secondary and tertiary education and research.

RCEs have a leading role as local centres of knowledge and expertise for
sustainable development and should seek to lead by example in their own
procurement, planning and management processes
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To strengthen collaboration between environmental scientist, engineers, social,
economic and health scientists with a view to the development of exciting and
appropriate interdisciplinary curricula that take full account of the diverse social,
economic and cultural development needs of their region

To raise public awareness of the issues and importantly the complexities of
sustainable development by educating the public at all levels to appreciate that
sustainability is more than a single issue problem.

— Itis more than the impacts of agriculture, of deforestation, mining or of
pollution but about how these interact at a system level. An RCE should
seek to educate at all levels of society so that people are in a position to
make informed choices
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To provide information and commentary on regional issues and to liaise
directly with opinion makers in the media to encourage balanced and
informed debate on environmental issues

To provide access to advice and research expertise for regional
governments and NGOs

To provide a clearing house and repository (a one-stop shop) for information
on sustainable development in the region

To act as a focus for the development of open, distance and life-long
learning within the region, including the production of training materials, and
to provide training for teachers, trainers and decision makers by providing
short courses and continuing professional development

To provide a hub for national, regional and international collaboration
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Figure 1: RCE_North East Governance
Governance Structure
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Participatory Action Research Project exploring the
issues surrounding migarnt cultures and sustainability.
Working with three ethnic communities to produce a
collaborative programme of education celbrating cultural

Flagship projects similarities and differences

the great notherr debate T - UMITED NATIONS
Sustainable Mf/qrant Community Cultures .g.‘ UNIVERSITY
Outdoor Laboratory -

Global Community Gardens UNU-1AS

Plant Biology Masterclass As a Language College and Ecoschool, St. ot Tl
Textures and Growth Bede's Catholic School and Sixth Form College

will create international wildlife and artwork
‘zones' around the school grounds. Zones will
include: Brazilian rainforest, Mediterranean
RCE North East new projects garden, Chinese zone, Japanese Zen garden,
Northern Kites Economic and Social Img ;‘;%':l';:j'e"a' epchizdiioan
River Pathways — an educational voyage

Cullercoats, Past Present and Future

Delve Deeper — Distance learning course in marine biology

Coastal Issues and Fragile Habitats - Protecting Druridge Bay for the
Future

Grow Your Own Five

A Meeting of Minds - Building Schools for the Future conference

North East Student Conference on ‘Sust
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RCE Vision

1. Todevelop an innovative programme for education at all levels engaging
with all forms of delivery systems

To provide a framework for strategic thinking and actions

3. To provide the opportunity to share knowledge from many educational
practices

4. To help transform education to meet the needs and drivers of twenty-first
century practices

5. To create the opportunity for every school student to experience a learning
environment beyond the classroom as an essential part of their personal
development and capacity to make a contribution to society, whatever their
age, ability or circumstances

6. To help increase access to education for all young people (NEET)
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Core Elements of an RCE

1. Governance
- addressing issues of RCE management and leadership

2. Collaboration

- addressing Lhe engagement of actors from all levels of formal {primary, secondary and higher education),
non-formal and informal education sectors in RCE &ctivities

3. Research and development

- addressing the rale of research and its inclusion in RCE activities, as well as contributing to the design of
strategies for collaborative activities, including those with other RCEs

4. Transformative education

- contributing to the transformation of the current education and training systems to satisfy amoitions of the
region regarding sustainable living and livelihood
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1. Identify local problems, local priorities, and existing
capacity in relation to the objectives of the DESD.

2. ldentify interested parties and strategies to bring
them together to build a vision for an RCE in your
region.

3. Determine potential governance structure of an RCE.
Who will be major initiators and promoters of the RCE?

4, Outline prospective actions to be implemented under
the RCE framework in your region.
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RCE Stakeholders

An RCE involves school teachers, professors at higher
education institutions, local NGOs, scientists, researchers,
museums, zoos, botanical gardens, local government
officials, representatives of local enterprises, volunteers,
media, civic associations or individuals who work in the
spheres of sustainable development such as economic
growth, social development, and environmental protection,
students and learners at all levels.
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Geographical Scope of an RCE

A region in the RCE concept is seen as a part of a country
having solidarity in economic, social, cultural and/or
natural conditions, like Bretagne, Tohoku or Catalunya,

or a cross-border area of a similar size. The region should
be sufficient enough in size to include various institutions
such as universities, museums, zoos, botanical gardens,
and more than a handful of primary and secondary
schools, and small enough to make regular face-to-face
communication possible.
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HSBC Bank plc

There is so much that a community or region can do in a sensible and coordinated
manner to bring practical and commercial solutions to how we move forward as a
society. This is as applicable here in the North East of England as it is in any other
corner of this planet. This initiative has my full support, as HSBC is very proud of its
heritage here, and its desire to see the region prosper in the future has to be linked
to the sensible management of our surroundings. Here in the North East, there is
the ability to lead the world in this. Let us seize that great opportunity!" (Allan
Wilkinson, Area Director)

Specialist Schools and Academies Trust

‘The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust is delighted to be involved in the
ongoing discussions with IRES at Newcastle University about Education for
Sustainable Development. The schools in the region with which IRES is working
are deriving a great deal from their participation and, as the lead body supporting
Specialist schools, the SSAT endorses schools' involvement in vital activities such
as this. We are pleased to offer our support for the bid to development the Regional
Centre of Expertise in the delivery of EfSD.’
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